Synod Council Minutes
September 20, 2025 - First Lutheran Church, Findlay

1. Opening
a. Callto Order -Time: 9:39 am
b. Devotions and Prayer — led by Pastor Tucker O'Leary from First Lutheran
Church, Findlay.

2. Roll Call

a. Synod Council Present: Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Nancy Yunker, Michelle
Schaffer, Shea McGrew, Rev. Tanyce Addison, Wendy Bauer, Rev. Tucker
O’Leary, Rev. Melanie Haack, Christine Reasoner, Kathy Jurrus, Rev. Melodi
Hagen, Rev. Ashley Rosa-Ruggieri, Jillian Russell, Beth Kieffer, Deacon
Carolyn Steinfeldt, Kevin Swagler, Kelly Weber, Rodney West-Estell

b. Synod Council Absent: Caitlin Brink, Rev. Brenda Peconge, Clark Price,
Jerusha Walker

c. Synod Staff Present: Deacon Sherry Kreiger, Cassie Mugler

d. Guests: none

e. A guorum was present.

3. Approval of Agenda
a. A motion was made by Kathy Jurrus and seconded by Deacon Carolyn
Steinfeldt to approve the agenda. Motion was approved.

4. Approval of Synod Council Minutes: May 3, 2025
a. A motion was made by Rev. Tanyce Addison and seconded by Kelly
Weber to approve the Synod Council Minutes. Motion was approved.
Executive Committee Report was shared with the Synod Council.

5. Bishop Daniel Teaching Time and Update

a. Bishop Daniel infroduced all the new members to the council.

b. The year of listening continues.

c. Bishop shared highlights of the 2025 Churchwide Assembly, "For the Life of
the World." A new Presiding Bishop was elected Yehiel Curry. Nancy Yunker
shared her experience at the assembly. The resolution about youth and
young adults was just one ratified during the assembly.

d. 2026 will be "The Way of Love". The bible verse will be 1 John 4:19: "We love
because He first loved us." There will be a bible study and other resources
available.



6. Staff Updates
a. Deacon Sherry shared highlights of the "New Ministry Journey". The model
will be shared at the December 13th Synod Council meeting.
b. Deacon Sherry discussed the CaSTLE Grant (Country and Small Town Lived
Ecclesiology). More information about the grant will be coming.
c. Cassie shared that the 2026 Northwestern Synod Assembly will take place
May 30, 2026, at St. Mark's Lutheran Church in Bowling Green from 9-6.

7. Synod Council Roster and Parish Actions

Action SC 25.09 Appointment of a Synod Authorized Minister (SAM) - “At the
recommendation of the Bishop, Synod Council approves David Wachtman to
serve as a SAM at St. Mark’s, Defiance and Bethlehem, Defiance until December
31, 2026". The motion was made by Kelly Weber and seconded by Shea
McGrew. Motion was approved.

Action SC25.10 Approval of On Leave from Call - “At the recommendation of the
Bishop, Synod Council approves the OLFC status of Rev. Dan Gutman
(5/26/2024).” The motion was made by Kevin Swagler and seconded by Rev.
Tucker O'Leary. Motion was approved.

Action $C25.11 Constitution Updates - “Synod Council approves the
constitutional updates for Emanuel Lutheran Church, Marion”. The motion was
made by Rev. Ashley Rosa-Ruggieri and seconded by Kathy Jurrus. Motion was
approved.

Action SC25.12 Appointment to the Board of Directors for HopeWood Outdoor
Ministry - “At the recommendation of the Bishop, and at the request of the Rev.
Drew Tucker, Executive Director for HopeWood Outdoor Ministries, Synod Council
appoints Lea Ann Maceyko, as a representative of the Northwestern Ohio Synod
to the HopeWood Outdoors Board of Directors”. The motion was made by Rev.
Melanie Haack and seconded by Deacon Carolyn Steinfeldt. Motion was
approved.

8. Vice President Report

a. Nancy Yunker shared that the Vice Presidents meet monthly via Zoom to
share what is going on in their synods.

b. During the Churchwide Assembly the Vice Presidents met, and they asked
to be recognized as a group; Churchwide agreed. Churchwide did ask
that they have officers to fulfill this, Barbara Nugent of the Southwestern
Pennsylvania Synod as Chair and Chuck Thomas of the Northern Great
Lakes Synod as Vice-Chair.

c. Nancy encouraged us to look at the Annual Giving Campaign and give
as we are able.



9. Financial Reports

a.

Shea McGrew gave us an overview of the Statement of Activities and the
Statement Financial Position. He explained in depth for the new council
members.

10. Administrative Updates

a.

C.

Bishop Daniel shared that Pastor Robin Owen who recently retired and
moved to Costa Rica became ill shortly after arriving there. Her husband
Kerry has reached out to us for help. Pastor Robin is now home and doing
better. Prayers for healing.

A motion was made by Pastor Tucker O'Leary and seconded by Kevin
Swagler to enter into executive session. Kevin Swagler made the motion
exit executive session. Rev. Tanyce Addison seconded the motion.
Motion was made by Beth Kieffer and seconded by Pastor Tucker O'Leary
that a task force to look at the Sexual Misconduct Policy be reviewed.

d. Jobs Openings at the Synod Office:

i. Business Manager
i. Communication Coordinator and Administrator

11. For the Good of the Order/Announcements

Beth reported that Sunday School has started and they were to bless 300
quilts.

Kelly is part of the Rural partnership in her community.

Rev. Melodi will have a baptism on Reformation.

Deacon Carolyn shared that the Bible study she belongs to goes to
Parkvue Senior Living Center for bible study.

Pastor Tucker asks for understanding of young families.

Kathy asked for prayers for an upcoming repeat surgery.

Christine gave a thank you for the grant they received for their Blessings
and Bloom:s.

Deacon Rodney asked for prayers.

Jillian shared that there were 1700 campers this year at camp and asked
for prayer for their fransition.

Deacon Sherry shared a book study she is part of, they Zoom, topic
"Liminal Thinking"

12. Closing/Sending Blessing
a. Adjournment Time: 12:00 pm

13. Future Meetings
a. December 13, 2025 - St. John's, Findlay
b. January 31, 2026 - Zoom



